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The Victorian Government’s decision to increase 
the jurisdiction of the Magistrates’ Court of Victoria 
from 1 January 2005 from $40,000 to $100,000 in 
civil matters is now likely to result in an increase in 
jurisdiction to the County Court of Victoria. 

Victorian Attorney-General Rob Hulls has asked 
his Department of Justice to commence work on a 
bill to submit to the Autumn Parliamentary Session 
to increase the jurisdiction of the County Court—
currently limited at $200,000—to become 
unlimited. 

The County Court currently has an unlimited 
jurisdiction in personal injuries type matters which 
was supposed to make it less attractive to proceed 
to the Supreme Court, and allow the Supreme 
Court to concentrate on commercial matters and 
general non personal injuries litigation. This could 
be seen from the growth of the specialists’ lists 
including the Corporations List, the Building  List, 
Admiralty List, Valuation List, Tax Appeals List and 
the Commercial List. 

So what does this hold for the Supreme Court? 

If the County Court has unlimited jurisdiction in 
relation to monetary sums in commercial disputes, 
which compares to the New South Wales District 
Court limit of $750,000, what matters will the 
Supreme Court be dealing with? 

Presumably the Specialists Lists will continue but 
will parties be penalized on costs? 

It is probably too early to assess the impact of the 
increase in the Magistrates’ Court jurisdiction but 
there has been for at least a year the potential for 
complex and large litigation to be run in the 
Magistrates Court.  The same may now apply to 
those matters that would previously be initiated in 
the Supreme Court having a start in the County 
Court. 

Whether this will require amendments as the 
Government suggests to the Court’s (Case 
Transfer) Act is another matter to consider. 

For more information about the proposals, contact 
Ben Wyatt, Partner on 03 9321 7823 or by email 
bwyatt@rigbycooke.com.au  
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Contact/Enquiries 
Please contact Ben Wyatt, Partner if you have any query 
regarding articles in this Litigation Update – by email   
to bwyatt@rigbycooke.com.au or tel 03 9321 7823. 
 

Important Notice 
This newsletter contains comments of a general nature only 
and is provided as an information service. It is not intended to 
be relied upon, nor is a substitute for specific professional 
advice. No responsibility can be accepted by Rigby Cooke 
Lawyers or the authors for loss occasioned to any person 
doing anything as a result of any material in this publication.  
 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE FROM THIS PUBLICATION 
If you do not wish to receive publications of this type from us in 
the future, please notify us by one of the following methods: 
1. Send an email to marketing@rigbycooke.com.au 
2. Send a fax message to “Attention: Rigby Cooke Marketing” 

on fax number +61 3 9321 7900 
3. Send a letter to “Attention: Rigby Cooke Marketing”, 

GPO Box 4767UU, MELBOURNE VIC 3001 
Your request to remove you as a newsletter subscriber should 
include the word “unsubscribe” and your full email address to 
allow us to correctly identify your removal from our lists. 
 

 

Reprinting Articles 
Articles in this newsletter may be reproduced in whole or in 
part, provided that appropriate recognition is given to the 
author and the firm and prior approval is obtained. To obtain 
approval, please contact Rigby Cooke on (03) 9321 7852 or 
email marketing@rigbycooke.com.au 
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